
A propos du TERRORISME 

G.W. BUSH à NORFOLK le 28 octobre 2005 

President George W. Bush addresses an audience Friday, Oct.  28, 2005 at Chrysler 
Hall  in Norfolk,  Va.,  speaking on the successes and challenges in f ighting the war on 
terror.  
 
Fighting a Global War on Terror  
 
There's always a temptat ion, in the middle of  a long struggle,  to seek the quiet  l i fe,  to 
escape the dut ies and problems of the wor ld,  and to hope the enemy grows weary of  
fanat ic ism and t i red of  murder.  This would be a pleasant world,  but i t 's  not the world we l ive 
in.  The enemy is never t i red, never sated, never content with yesterday's brutal i ty.  This 
enemy considers every retreat of  the civ i l ized world as an inv i tat ion to greater v io lence. In 
I raq, there is no peace without v ictory.  We wi l l  keep our nerve and we wi l l  win that ictory."   
- -  President George W. Bush 
October 6,  2005 
 
 
 
America Has A Clear Strategy For Victory In The War On Terror 
 
 
 
On october 6th 2005,  President Bush Addressed The Nat ional  Endowment For Democracy 
On The Nature Of The Enemy We Face And The Strategy For Victory.  In th is new century,  
f reedom is once again under assault .  The President out l ined the ideology of  the terror ists 
and the strategy needed to defeat th is danger and see freedom's v ictory.   
 
 
• In The Four Years Since September 11th,  The United States And The World Have Been 
Committed To Winning The War On Terror.  The evi l  that came to our shores on September 
11th has reappeared on other days and in other places. In c i t ies across the wor ld,  we have 
seen images of  destruct ion and suffer ing that can seem l ike random acts of  madness but are 
part  of  a larger terror ist  threat.  To combat th is evi l ,  we must remember the cal l ing of  
September 11th -  we wi l l  confront th is mortal  danger to al l  humanity and not t i re or rest  unt i l  
the war on terror is won.   
 
 
•Musl ims Are Playing A Vi tal  Role In The War On Terror.  Musl im leaders are denouncing 
terror ism, and the t ime has come for al l  responsible Is lamic leaders to denounce an ideology 
that explo i ts Is lam for pol i t ical  ends and defi les a noble fai th.  Many Musl ims have jo ined the 
f ight against  extremism. The United States is proud to stand by those who stand up for the 
l iberty,  just ice,  and humanity of  thei r  own tradi t ion.   
 
 
The Mili tant Threat And The Importance Of Winning The War On Terror  
The Terrorists Serve A Clear And Focused Ideology.  
 
 
The ideology known as is lamo radical ism, ant i  J ihadism, or Is lamo-fascism - di f ferent f rom 
the rel ig ion of  Is lam - exploi ts Is lam to serve a v iolent pol i t ical  v is ion that  cal ls for  the 
murder of  al l  those who do not share i t .  The fol lowers of  Is lamic radical ism are bound 
together by their  shared ideology, not by any central ized command structure.  Al though they 
f ight on scat tered batt lef ie lds,  these terror ists share a s imi lar  ideology and vis ion for the 
world openly stated in v ideos, audiotapes, let ters,  declarat ions, and websi tes.   
 
 
•First ,  These Extremists Are Determined To End American And Western Inf luence In The 
Middle East.  Because the United States is spreading democracy and peace, we stand in the 
way of  their  radical  ambi t ions. Al-Qaida's leader Osama Bin Laden has cal led on Musl ims to 
dedicate their  "resources, sons and money to dr iv ing the inf idels out of  their  lands."  To meet 
th is goal ,  they hi t  us and expect us to run in the hope that we wi l l  repeat the sad history of  
Beirut  in 1983 and Mogadishu in 1993 -  only this t ime on a larger scale and with greater 
consequences.  
 
 
•Second, The Mi l i tant  Network Wants to Use The Vacuum Created By Retreat To Expand I ts 
Power.  As they once did in Afghanistan and are try ing to do now in I raq,  they wi l l  seek to 
gain control  of  an ent i re country -  a base from which to launch at tacks and conduct their  war 



against non-radical  Musl im governments.   
 
 
•Third,  From Their  New Base, These Mi l i tants Wi l l  Seek To Establ ish A Radical  Is lamic 
Empire.  The mi l i tants bel ieve that control l ing one country wi l l  ra l ly the Musl im masses,  
enabl ing them to overthrow moderate governments in the Middle East and establ ish a radical  
Is lamic empire that spreads from Spain to Indonesia.   
 
 
•To Accompl ish Their  Extremist  Agenda, The Mi l i tants Thr ive On The Suffer ing And 
Frustrat ions Of Others.  The radicals  explo i t  local  conf l ic ts to bui ld a cul ture of  v ict imizat ion, 
exploi t  resentful  and dis i l lus ioned young men and women, and use modern technology to 
mult ip ly thei r  destruct ive power.   
 
 
• In Pursui t  Of Their  Goals,  Is lamic Radicals Are Empowered By Helpers And Enablers.  They 
are sheltered and supported by author i tar ian regimes -  al l ies of  convenience l ike Syr ia and 
Iran -  that share the goal of  hurt ing America and moderate Musl im governments,  and that 
use terror ist  propaganda to blame their  own fa i lures on the West,  America, and Jews. They 
are strengthened by front  operat ions -  such as corrupted char i t ies -  and those who 
aggressively fund the spread of  radical ,  intolerant versions of  Is lam. The mi l i tants are aided 
by elements of  the Arab news media that inci te hatred and ant i -Semit ism, feed conspiracy 
theor ies,  and speak of  a so-cal led American "war on Is lam" -  wi th seldom a word about 
American act ion to protect  Musl ims in Afghanistan, Bosnia,  Somal ia,  Kosovo, Kuwait ,  and 
Iraq.   
 
 
•This Extremism Cannot Be Given Concessions, Br ibed, Or Appeased.  We Must Never 
Accept Anything Less Than Victory.  To those who argue that  extremism has been 
strengthened by the act ions of  our Coal i t ion in I raq, we must  remember that we were not in 
I raq on September 11, 2001. The radicals '  hatred existed before Iraq was an issue, and i t  
wi l l  exist  af ter I raq is an excuse. The government of  Russia did not support  Operat ion Iraqi  
Freedom, and yet the Is lamic mi l i tants k i l led more than 180 Russian schoolchi ldren in 
Beslan.  
Is lamic Radical ism Is Another In A Line Of Bankrupt Ideologies:   
The Is lamic Radical  Threat Of This Century Great ly Resembles The Bankrupt Ideology Of 
The Last.  The murderous ideology of  the Is lamic radicals is the great chal lenge of  our 
century.  Yet,  in many ways, th is f ight  resembles the struggle against  communism in the last  
century.   
 
 
•Like Communism, Is lamic Radical ism Is Led By An El i t is t  Sel f -Appointed Vanguard That 
Presumes To Speak For  The Musl im Masses. Bin Laden says his role is to te l l  Musl ims "what 
is good for them and what is not."  What th is man who grew up in wealth and pr iv i lege 
considers good for poor  Musl ims is that they become ki l lers and suic ide bombers. He 
assures them that th is is the road to paradise -  though he never of fers to go along for the 
r ide.   
 
 
• Is lamic Radicals Purposely Target Innocent Indiv iduals For A Pol i t ica l  Vis ion. This explains 
their  cold-blooded contempt for human l i fe seen in the murders of  Daniel  Pear l ,  Nicholas 
Berg, Margaret Hassan, and many others.  These mi l i tants have shown themselves to be 
enemies of  not only America and Iraq, but enemies of  Is lam and humanity.  The world has 
witnessed th is k ind of  cruel ty before -  the heart less zealotry that led to the gulags, the 
Cultural  Revolut ion, and the ki l l ing f ie lds.   
 
 
• Is lamic Radicals Pursue Total i tar ian Aims. Is lamic Radical  leaders have endless ambit ions 
of  imperial  dominat ion, and they wish to make everyone powerless except themselves. Whi le 
promising a future of  just ice and hol iness, the terror ists are prepar ing a future of  oppression 
and misery -  banning dissent and books, brutal iz ing women, and control l ing every aspect of  
l i fe.   
 
 
• Is lamic Radical ism Is Dismissive Of Free Peoples.  Zarqawi has said that Americans are " the 
most cowardly of  God's creatures."  However,  i t  is  cowardice that k i l ls  chi ldren and the 
elder ly with car bombs, cuts the throat of  a bound capt ive, or  targets worshipers leaving a 
mosque. I t  is  courage that l iberated 50 mi l l ion people from tyranny, keeps an unt i r ing vigi l  
against  the enemies of  a r is ing democracy, and wi l l  once again destroy the enemies of  
f reedom.  
 



 
•And Like Communism, Is lamic Radical ism Contains Inherent  Contradict ions That Doom I t  To 
Fai lure.  By fear ing freedom, distrust ing human creat iv i ty,  punishing change, and l imit ing the 
contr ibut ions of  hal f  the populat ion, th is ideology declares war on the idea of  progress i tsel f .  
The only th ing modern about the mi l i tants '  v is ion is the weapons they seek to use. The 
outcome of th is war is not in doubt -  those who despise freedom and progress have 
condemned themselves to isolat ion, decl ine, and col lapse. Because free people bel ieve in 
the future,  they wi l l  own the future.   
The Strategy To Win  
The President Out l ined The Strategy To Win The War On Terror.  Defeat ing a broad and 
adapt ive network requires pat ience, constant pressure, and strong partners.  Working with 
these partners,  the U.S. is disrupt ing mi l i tant  conspiracies,  destroying their  abi l i ty to make 
war,  and giv ing mi l l ions a hopeful  a l ternat ive to resentment and vio lence.  
 
 
•First ,  We Are Prevent ing Terror ist  At tacks Before They Occur.  We are reorganiz ing 
government for a broad and coordinated homeland defense, reforming intel l igence agencies 
for the di f f icul t  task of  t racking enemy act iv i ty,  and act ing, along with governments f rom 
many countr ies,  to destroy the terror ist  networks and incapaci tate their  leaders.  We have 
prevented terror ist  p lots and Al-Qaida ef forts to case targets in the United States.  Because 
of  str ikes against  terror ist  leaders and disrupt ion of  their  p lots,  the enemy is wounded but 
st i l l  capable of  deadly operat ions around the globe. Our commitment is c lear:  we wi l l  not  
relent unt i l  the organized internat ional  terror networks are exposed and broken and their  
leaders held to account for  their  acts of  murder.   
 
 
•Second, We Are Denying Weapons Of Mass Destruct ion To Out law Regimes And Their  
Terror ist  Al l ies.  Working with Great Br i ta in,  Pakistan, and other nat ions, we shut down A.Q. 
Khan's black-market operat ion in nuclear technology. Libya abandoned i ts chemical  and 
nuclear weapons programs, as wel l  as i ts long-range bal l is t ic missi les.  In the last  year,  
America and our partners in the Prol i ferat ion Secur i ty In i t iat ive have stopped more than a 
dozen shipments of  suspect weapons technology -  including equipment for  I ran's bal l is t ic 
missi le programs. This progress has reduced the danger,  but not removed i t .  Evi l  men st i l l  
work to gain these weapons, and we are working urgent ly to keep them out of  their  hands.  
 
 
•Third,  We Are Determined To Deny Radical  Groups The Support  And Sanctuary Of Out law 
Regimes. State sponsors l ike Syr ia and Iran have a long history of  col laborat ion with 
terror ists -  and they deserve no pat ience from the vict ims of  terror.  The United States makes 
no dist inct ion between those who commit acts of  terror and those who support  and harbor 
terror ists,  because they are equal ly gui l ty of  murder.  
 
 
•Fourth,  We Are Fight ing To Deny The Mi l i tants Control  Of Any Nat ion. The United States is 
f ight ing beside our Afghan partners against  the remnants of  the Tal iban and i ts al-Qaida 
al l ies.  We are working wi th President Musharraf  to isolate the mi l i tants in Pakistan. We are 
f ight ing the terror ists and regime remnants in I raq who seek to overthrow a democracy,  c la im 
a strategic country as a haven of  terror,  destabi l ize the Middle East,  and str ike America and 
other f ree nat ions with ever increasing violence. Our goal  is  to defeat the terror ists and their  
a l l ies at  the heart  of  thei r  power -  and we are achieving this goal .   
 
 
oWith I raqi  Forces, The Coal i t ion Is Fight ing The Enemy With A Comprehensive And Speci f ic 
Mi l i tary Plan.  We are improving the l ives of  I raqi  c i t izens by conduct ing of fensive operat ions 
to c lear out enemy forces and leave Iraqi  uni ts behind to prevent the enemy from returning. 
With our help,  the Iraqi  mi l i tary is gaining new capabi l i t ies and new conf idence with every 
passing month. At the t ime of our Fal lu jah operat ions 11 months ago, there were only a few 
Iraqi  battal ions in combat -  today there are more than 80. The progress is not easy, but i t  is  
steady. 
 
 
oIraq Is Making Incredib le Pol i t ical  Progress. The extremists in I raq are not patr iots or 
resistance f ighters but murderers at  war with the Iraqi  people.  In contrast ,  the elected 
leaders of  I raq are proving to be strong and steadfast.  In the space of  two and a hal f  years,  
I raq has made incredible progress on the path to becoming a democracy. I t  is  t rue that the 
seeds of  f reedom have only recent ly been planted, but we are conf ident that i f  our Coal i t ion 
and the Iraqi  people each does their  part ,  I raqi  democracy wi l l  succeed.  
 
 
oWe Must Reject The Dangerous I l lusion Of Those Who Claim That America Would Be Better 
Off  By Cutt ing Our Losses And Leaving Iraq Now. Having removed a dictator who hated free 



peoples,  we wi l l  not  stand by as a new set of  k i l lers seize control  of  I raq. There is always a 
temptat ion, in the middle of  a long struggle,  to seek the quiet  l i fe,  escape the dut ies and 
problems of the world,  and hope the enemy grows weary.  However,  th is enemy is never t i red 
and considers every retreat an inv i tat ion to greater v iolence. In I raq, there is no peace 
without v ictory.  We wi l l  keep our nerve and win that v ictory.   
 
 
•Fi f th,  We Are Denying The Mi l i tants Future Recrui ts By Advancing Democracy And Hope 
Across The Broader Middle East.  I f  the region is lef t  to grow in bi t terness and misery,  whi le 
radicals st i r  the resentments of  mi l l ions,  then that part  of  the world wi l l  be a source of  
endless conf l ict  and mount ing danger.  However,  the extremists wi l l  be marginal ized and their  
v io lence ended i f  the peoples of  that region are permit ted to choose their  own dest iny and 
advance by their  own energy and par t ic ipat ion as free men and women. America is making 
this stand in pract ical  ways. We are encouraging our f r iends in the Middle East,  including 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia,  to take the path of  reform to strengthen their  own societ ies in the 
f ight against  terror by respect ing the r ights of  people.  We are standing with dissidents and 
exi les against  oppressive regimes, because we know that the dissidents of  today wi l l  be the 
democrat ic leaders of  tomorrow. We are making our case through publ ic diplomacy -  stat ing 
clear ly and conf ident ly our bel ief  in  sel f -determinat ion, rel ig ious freedom, and equal r ights 
for women. By standing for the hope and freedom of others,  we wi l l  make our own freedom 
more secure.  
 
 
 
G. W. BUSH address in Norfolk Va, on October 28th 2005  
  


